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VICE CHANCELLOR’S OPENING ADDRESS- SIGNING OF THE BERLIN DECLARATION AT CPUT 
22 OCTOBER 2015  

 

Members of the CPUT Executive Management 

Deans of CPUT Faculties 

The Director of the CPUT Centre for Postgraduate Studies 

The Director of the CPUT Technology Transfer Office 

CPUT Research Chairs and representatives from various CPUT Research Centres and Units 

CPUT academics, researchers, students and members of the CPUT community at large 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to witness this important milestone in the 
CPUT‘s journey from good to great: the occasion of the signing of the Berlin 
Declaration.  

Let me start by revisiting the concept of open access which is the foundation of the 
declaration we are signing today. Open access is defined as a comprehensive source of 
human knowledge and cultural heritage that has been approved by the scientific 
community. (Med Libr Assoc. 2006 Jul; 94(3): 253–262.)   

 
BRIEF HISTORY OF OPEN ACCESS 
The history of open access can be traced back to the history of scientific publications, 
which started in 1665 to enable researchers to share their work quickly and widely and to 
establish the means of bringing together researchers investigating the same problem. 
Scientific publication in its original form was underpinned by a principle of deriving 
intrinsic rewards from publishing, as no financial remuneration was awarded. This practice 
of intrinsic rewards and prestige accruing from publishing continued, but overtime we 
have progressively witnessed the usurping of scholarly publications as a means of 
advancing economic aims of publishers with the result that profit seeking publishers have 
been driving up prices in a manner that went far beyond cost recovery. As prices were 
escalating, librarians sounded the lone voice of protest—in the face of strong demands 
from administrators to better control library budgets, as well as pressure from scientists 
and clinicians who were losing access to critically important journal literature.1 
 
The advent of the Internet made it possible for research to be shared in entirely new 
ways. Physicist Paul Ginsparg founded the Internet's first scientific preprint service, arXiv, 
in 1991, allowing scientists to share ideas prior to publication. Three years later, cognitive 
science professor Steven Harnad (http://www.ecs.soton.ac.uk/∼harnad) posted on the 
Internet what he called a “subversive proposal,” asking researchers to immediately start 
self-archiving—depositing papers in a publicly accessible, internet-based archive—to 
maximize exposure to their work and eliminate subscription price barriers hampering 
research sharing worldwide. Harnad's proposal led to extensive debate and influenced 
subsequent events leading to the OA movement of today.  
 
Over the last decade, Harnad has served as a passionate voice for change, advocating 
author self-archiving (posting of pre- and post-prints on individual Websites), along with 
the creation of tools for creating interoperability and metadata standards to enable 
multiple, disparate archives to function as one searchable, freely accessible virtual 
archive. The OA movement gained further momentum in 1998 with the founding of the 
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC) 
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(http://www.arl.org/sparc/), a library-backed advocacy group that publishes alternative, 
lower-priced journals in selected subject areas. Varmus subsequently decided that more 
needed to be done to push the OA envelope. In 2000, he and fellow scientists Michael 
Eisen and Patrick Brown founded the Public Library of Science (PloS)  
http://www.plos.org), which began as a bold movement to persuade scientists to boycott 
editing or publishing in journals that did not make their content freely available in PubMed 
Central. Over 34,000 scientists worldwide signed a pledge to do so, but only a small 
number complied with the agreement.  
 
Another major development was the creation of BioMed Central (BMC), an open access 
commercial publisher begun by Vitek Tracz, former chair of the Current Science Group. 
After selling off a number of publishing businesses to Elsevier, Tracz founded BMC, based 
on the “author-pays” model. Most of BMC's journals are free online and supported by 
author fees (approximately $600 to $1,800 per article) and institutional memberships. For 
those affiliated with organizations that join, publication charges are reduced. Today, BMC 
is a major player in the movement, having over 460 institutional members and publishing 
more than 110 OA journals 1 
 
In the last few years the OA movement has intensified, setting the following significant 
milestones:  
 

• Large universities say “no” to the big deal movement: In 2003, Cornell, 
Harvard, North Carolina (Research Triangle Institutions), Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and, for a time, the University of California, did not renew with 
Elsevier for the “big deal” involving bundles of titles and limits on cancelling low-
use titles [20]. 

• Editorial board of commercially published journal defects: In January 2004, the 
editorial board of Journal of Algorithms left Elsevier for the Association for 
Computing Machinery (ACM) to publish a competing journal instead [26]. 

• Three major studies from financial analysts released: Investec, PNB Paribas, and 
Citigroup Smith Barney indicated that competition from OA journals should raise 
concerns for investors in commercial journal publishers [27–29]. 

• PLoS Biology and PLoS Medicine launched: Two major, reputable OA journals were 
PloS's first offerings, with several more PLoS titles, including PLoS Clinical Trials, 
planned for 2006. 

• The United Kingdom's House of Commons Science and Technology Committee 
report recommended self-archiving, a proposal eventually rejected by the UK 
government [30, 31]. However, in 2005, the eight UK Research Councils issued a 
proposal mandating that grant recipients post papers resulting from their funding 
to either a free institutional or subject-based repository, as soon as possible after 
publication. Final action on this proposal was expected in early 2006  

• Major journals implemented OA as reflected in the proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences (PNAS) and Nucleic Acids Research, other journals, and 
publishers including Springer-Verlag, Blackwell, and Nature Publishing Group 
implemented a variety of OA features and options.  

• Library, governmental, non-profit groups such as the World Summit on the 
Information Society (WSIS), the Medical Library Association (MLA), and 
International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) [39–41] endorsed OA. 

• Society publishers supported the DC Principles <http://www.dcprinciples.org>: 
These publishers took a “middle ground” OA position by pledging to provide free 
full-text online access to their journals either immediately or within months.  

                                                           
1 Public Library of Science (PloS) <http://www.plos.org 
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• France, Germany, Spain, and the Netherlands embrace OA and self-archiving 
initiatives  

• The Wellcome Trust, a major UK research funder, set OA requirements 
• The US NIH was asked to develop a plan for providing free access to all publications 

resulting from NIH-funded research. 2 
 
As the Open Access movement was gaining momentum, commercial publishers raised cost-
related anti-OA arguments, stating that the OA was a risk that threatened to undermine 
the economic foundation of established journals in favour of an unsubstantiated open 
access agenda. Ethical concerns were and are still commonly cited by commercial 
publishers when arguing against OA, and a further concern that is often raised by the 
opponents of OA is that peer-review quality could be threatened, because the overriding 
goal would be to publish a larger proportion of submitted articles to generate more 
funds.3 
 
The OA agenda of broadening access to scientific research both in natural science and 
humanities has been welcomed by most consumer groups who support the idea of 
increasing online availability for the general public. 
 
 
As we know the biggest producers and consumers of research are the academic and 
applied researchers, institutions, and funders. The average researcher has traditionally 
aimed to publish in the highest quality journals to gain a wide audience and secure 
prestige and recognition in support of tenure, promotion, and grant-funding success. 
These goals could motivate researchers to pursue OA publishing to obtain wider exposure 
for their work. However, OA like anything else has its downside. For instance, many 
researchers oppose the idea of paying more than a nominal fee for publishing, and some 
academics still believe that online publication is less professionally impressive than print. 
The climate may be ripe for encouraging researchers to self-archive, but educating 
scientific authors regarding the benefits of OA and author self-archiving initiatives remains 
a challenge4 and this is an avenue which the CPUT libraries will continue to explore.  
 
 
Librarians the world over have long been calling for change in the commercialisation of 
access to scientific publications and at CPUT, this was evident in a move to stop 
subscribing to journals way back in 1993. By so doing, our library was making a statement 
in favour of OA. Today, through the tireless effort of Dr Elisha Chiware, and his team, 
CPUT joins more than 480 international research organizations, universities, funding 
organizations, archives, museums and libraries that have signed the Declaration and have 
committed themselves to adhere to the Berlin Process. This process has organized ten 
annual follow-up “Berlin Conferences” held in Europe, Asia, USA, and in Africa, and 
joining such a big a big family of producers and consumers of research bound together by 
commitment to a Berlin Declaration and joining this big family can only benefit the CPUT 
research community.   

                                                           
2 Vogel G, Enserink M. Information sharing. Europe steps into the open with plans for electronic archives. 
Science. 2005 Apr 29; 308(5722):623] 
 
 
3 UK Research Councils. Access to research outputs. [Web document]. The Councils. 
<http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/access/>. 

4 Karen M. Albert, Open access: implications for scholarly publishing and medical libraries. Journal of Medical 
Library Association v 94(3) 2006 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Albert%20KM%5Bauth%5D


Page 4 of 5 
 

 
In order to realize the vision of a global and accessible representation of knowledge, the 
future Web has to be sustainable, interactive, and transparent. Content and software 
tools must be openly accessible and compatible. In this regard, CPUT is in good hands.  
 
Establishing open access as a worthwhile procedure ideally requires the active 
commitment of each and every individual producer of scientific knowledge and holder of 
cultural heritage. Open access contributions include original scientific research results, 
raw data and metadata, source materials, digital representations of pictorial and 
graphical materials and scholarly multimedia material.5This bodes well for CPUT budding 
researchers who will have access not only to research articles but also raw data to sharpen 
their skills in decision making about what data to collect, how to code and analyse data 
and how to interpret it.  
 
 
By signing the Berlin Declaration, as CPUT we are pledging to: 

o Encourage our researchers/grant recipients to publish their work in line with the 
principles of the open access. 

o Encourage the holders of cultural heritage to support open access by providing 
their resources on the internet. 

o Encourage our senior academics to develop means and ways to evaluate open 
access contributions and online-journals in order to maintain the standards of 
quality assurance and good scientific practice and be in a position to provide inputs 
on the quality of publications posted by our researchers so as to be able to 
recognise open access publication for promotion purposes. 

 

The most important goal of the Berlin Declaration is that of ensuring that that 90% of the 
scholarly research literature is published within an OA model, in order to exploit the 
innovative and transformational potential of OA.  The high spirit of innovation within CPUT 
provides a fertile ground for us to embrace this sentiment and take it forward.  Open 
information has been shown to be a vehicle to stimulate a great deal of new information-
based economic activity.  

The number of innovation awards under CPUT’s belt inspire confidence in me that the 
CPUT techno savvy innovators will also see this as an opportunity to infuse innovation to 
our OA commitments to take the implementation of the Berlin Declaration forward and 
reap economic benefits in the process through coming up with innovative apps that will 
further enhance distribution of scientific knowledge and cultural heritage.   

The pledge we are making today will be brought to life through a review of pertinent 
CPUT policies, under the leadership of DVC KITS, and I believe to monitor CPUT’s 
acclimatisation to the Berlin Declaration process, reporting on the implementation of the 
Berlin Declaration at CPUT should be made a standing item on the agenda of Senate.  

The access rights we extend to other signatories of the Berlin Declaration will also be 
enjoyed by the CPUT community in the reciprocal arrangement. 

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank Dr Chiware and his team who 
worked tirelessly to make the signing of the Berlin Declaration a reality for CPUT, which 
was scheduled to be signed last year and had to be delayed due to the disruptions.  

                                                           
5 Ibid 
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By signing the Berlin declaration, we are hereby joining a global community of 
researchers, which should accelerate our journey to greatness by affording CPUT 
researchers access to a resource that should lead to the improvement of our research 
outputs both qualitatively and quantitatively.  

Thank you all for availing yourself to witness the signing of the Berlin Declaration by 
CPUT. 

 

 

 

 


