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The Vice Chancellor, DVC Research, DVC KITS and Colleagues thank you for gracing this 
important occasion when CPUT is formally committing to the goals and ideals of the Berlin 
Declaration – on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities. The 
Declaration signed on October 22 2003 – is a global undertaking to promote the Internet as 
a vehicle for sharing scientific knowledge more openly in order to advance human 
development. 

Although we are one of the last universities to be signing the Declaration in South Africa, we 
can confirm that over the last ten years CPUT through the Library and collaboration with 
researchers and other academic support units in the university – have set up structures and 
systems to support the goals of the Berlin Declaration. We have approved policies on Open 
Access and Research Data Management to support our work. And we have been build 
library staff capacity to work and engage with Open Access issues. 

Today we are proud of a vibrant Institutional Repository – which houses our research 
outputs – and in particular master’s thesis and doctoral dissertations as well as research 
articles, conference proceedings and other research outputs. Our goal in this vain is to make 
CPUT research more visible to the international research community. 

In the last three years we have taken a lead in the country to build platforms and services 
for the management of research data – and that we are in line with the NRF’s mandate to 
ensure that funded researchers deposit their outputs with a credible institutional 
repository. We are working within the KITS environment to develop systems and structures 
for Open Educational Resources. 

We are busy putting together an ambitious proposal to set up a CPUT Libraries Publishing 
Services unit to enable both lecturers and researchers to publish within their own 
environment and grow our open access platforms. 

We are members of COAR – the Coalition of Open Access Repositories where we contribute 
immensely towards global discussions on the sharing of knowledge, and we support the 
Directory of Open Access Journals – to enable our researchers to gain access to more than 
what we subscribe to. And we have made over 40 open access platforms easily accessible to 
our research community and students. 



Lastly, Vice Chancellor, we sincerely hope that Senior University Management will continue 
to support us in our endeavours to grow the CPUT Open Access landscape and to become a 
SMART University – with the necessary resources. 

 

I thank you.  


