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The 1st Young Environmental Scientists (YES) Meeting 

took place in March (16–18) 2009 at the Institute for 

Environmental Sciences at the University of Koblenz- 

Landau, Landau Campus, Germany. This special students- 

only conference was organised under the umbrella of 

Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 

(SETAC) Europe by its Student Advisory Council (SAC). 

The SAC represents student members (master, diploma or 
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Ph.D.) throughout every level of SETAC and provides 

additional advice, recommendations and new initiatives to 

the SETAC Europe Council. 

Aimed at an active participation of students in scientific 

meetings, the structure of usual SETAC Europe annual 

meetings was filled with innovative ideas to foster essential 

skills and to support the progress of the student’s 

(scientific) career. Besides the acquisition of funding, a 

 
C. Kienle 

Swiss Centre for Applied Ecotoxicology, Eawag-EPFL, 
Ü l  133, 
8600 Dü , Switzerland 

 

 
M. Melato 

Faculty of Applied Science, 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology, 

P.O. Box 652, Cape Town 8000, South Africa 
 

 
K. C. Patrick-Iwuanyanwu 
University of Port Harcourt, 
P.M.B. 5323, Choba, 

Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria 
 

 
K. Van Hoecke 

Laboratory of Environmental Toxicology, University of Ghent, 
Jozef Plateaustraat 22, 
9000 Gent, Belgium 

 

 

A. Brooks 

Department of Animal and Plant Sciences, 
University of Sheffield, 
Sheffield S10 2TN, UK 

 
 

YES • MEETING REPORT 

mailto:bundschuh@uni-landau.de


480 Environ Sci Pollut Res (2009) 16:479–481 
 

 

 

barrier students have to overcome is getting in contact with 

other scientists and thus build up their personal network, 

which is fundamental for scientific progress. Among others, 

the SAC addressed these issues. 

With a considerable financial support by SETAC 

Europe, SETAC  German  Language Branch,  Founds of 
the German Chemical Association, Syngenta, Bayer 

CropScience, BASF, Dr Knoell Consult, Laus GmbH, 

IBACON GmbH as well as the University of Koblenz- 

Landau, the conference organisers were able to announce 

reimbursements of travel expenses for all participants 

invited to present their work during the Yes Meeting. 

More than 150 abstracts were submitted covering 

research in the area of terrestrial and aquatic ecotoxicology, 

nanoparticles, life cycle assessment, risk assessment as well 

as fate of pollutants in the environment. 

The scientific committee peer-reviewed all abstracts and 

invited around 100 young scientists originating from 15 

European and eight non-European countries for platform 

and poster presentations. In order to reduce the expenses 

even further, the local organising committee provided every 

participant the opportunity to stay at homes of students 

from the University of Koblenz-Landau. This had addition- 

al advantages for the guests by getting in contact with 

locals right from the start, while the hosting students of 

environmental sciences had the chance to get in touch with 

young scientists from all over the world. 

During six sessions on the scientific topics mentioned 

above, young scientists presented and extensively discussed 

their work in a students-only atmosphere, taking much 

benefit from the extended 15-min discussion period. This 

time period after each presentation gave the opportunity to 

exchange experiences, to give advice for future experiments 

and to comment the style of the presentation. Additionally, 

ideas for future co-operations were developed. Several 

poster presentations supplemented each session and were 

jointly discussed during the moderated poster social. 

Prior to the official opening ceremony, all participants 

were given the chance to attend a workshop on the topic of 

“How to prepare excellent scientific publications” by 

Fulbright Fellow Prof Dr Michael C. Newman from the 

Virginia Institute of Marine Science. During this workshop, 

Michael Newman tackled a series of questions that often 

stress young scientists during the process of paper writing, 

such as “How to select an appropriate journal?”, “Who 

should be an author?”, “What should be mentioned in the 

paper and how should it be structured?” and “What if 

English is not the mother language?” Additionally, Prof 

Newman gave useful advice with  regard to poster and 

platform presentations. 

This was further encouraged by a practical part where at 

least one presentation of each group formed was extensively 

discussed  and  modifications  were  recommended.  As  an 

immediate beneficial result of this workshop, the presenta- 

tions given during the conference were discussed from a 

technical viewpoint. 

As a sequel to the successful career talks organised by the 

SAC at the SETAC AM in Warsaw 2008, Dr Christine Fuell, 

Dr Peter Campbell and Prof Dr Paul J. van den Brink reported 

on their careers, their work on a day-to-day basis as well as 

chances and challenges in regulatory, industry and academia. 

Dr Fuell is working as a senior scientific officer for 

ecotoxicology at the European Food Safety Authority 

(EFSA), Parma, Italy. She gave a deeper insight into the 

duties of EFSA and thus represented regulatory bodies at 

the European level. 

Industry was represented by Dr Campbell who is a 

senior environmental specialist and head of science 

development within product safety at Syngenta, Bracknell, 

UK. He recommended a flexible career planning (i.e. 

moving from one place to another or working in jobs 

requesting new skills) and made the audience aware that, 

although one cannot be prepared for every situation that 

needs to be faced (e.g. human resource management), an 

open-minded personality is of outmost importance. 

Dr Paul J. van den Brink is professor of chemical stress 

ecology and works at the research institute Alterra and the 

aquatic ecology and water quality management group of 

Wageningen University, The Netherlands. Furthermore, he 

is currently the president of SETAC Europe. He advanced 

the view that it might be useful, but not necessary, to go 

into different jobs in different countries in order to promote 

one’s career in academia. He also discussed pros and cons 

of conducting international projects especially with regard 

to developing countries. 

All three senior scientists assured that a well-developed 

scientific network is crucial for career progress. 
The job corner supplemented the career talks by 

providing unique chances to get in touch with potential 

future employers. Syngenta, Bayer CropScience, BASF, Dr 

Knoell Consult, IBACON GmbH and LAUS GmbH 

informed about current job vacancies and future develop- 

ments. The participating companies attracted a lot of 

students asking for jobs as well as internships. 

‘New Challenges in Environmental Sciences’—the main 

theme of the YES Meeting—was met in a bifocal perspec- 

tive. Firstly, participants had the chance to discuss their work 

and thus to focus  on present and  future threats  for  the 

environment. Secondly, they learned a lot and gathered 

valuable information that will help to face their future 

challenges (publications or job-seeking). Additionally, these 

young scientists continued to build up their personal 

worldwide network during an additional dinner after the 

meeting in order to intensify the acquaintance. 

At the end of the YES Meeting, the participants kindly 

completed  a  feedback  questionnaire,  highlighting  the 
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quality and the importance of the workshop for their further 

manuscript preparation and the information provided by the 

career talks. Furthermore, they appreciated the balance 

between networking opportunities and scientific discussion. 

Apparently, the YES Meeting turned out to be an overdue 

next important step with regard to the encouragement of 

students within SETAC in order to promote its principle 

“environmental quality through science”. Because of the 

great success of the 1st Young Environmental Scientists 

Meeting in Landau, it is most desirable and likely that this 

meeting will be kept alive: Besides two German univer- 

sities, also young scientists from Portugal and The 

Netherlands insured their interest in organising a second 

YES Meeting. Further information will be available at the 

webpage of the SAC (www.sac-online.eu). 
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